
  Saint-Gengoux-Saint-Gengoux-

le-Nationalle-National

4 Promenade Avenue

71460 SAINT-GENGOUX-LE-NATIONAL 

         09 77 35 14 40

TOURIST OFFICE OF SAINT-GENGOUX-LE-

NATIONAL

Station Square

71390 BUXY

        03 85 92 00 16

TOURIST OFFICE OF BUXY

www.tourisme-sud-cote-chalonnaise.com

@officedetourismesudcotechalonnaise

@tourismesudcotechalonnaise

tourisme@ccscc.fr

Tourist Office 
"Sud Côte Chalonnaise"

The Medieval village

Crédits Photos: 
©KREBEL Rozenn

©Office de Tourisme Sud côte Chalonnaise
IPNS - Ne pas jeter sur la voie publique



Le Donjon

Le Lavoir

L'Escalier en Encorbellement

L'Église

La Vieille Tour

La Maison des Concurés

La Maison du XIVè siècle

L'Arbre de la Liberté

La Fontaine de Manon

La Maison du XIIIè siècle

3
4
5
6
7
8
9

1
2

10

13

11

12

14

15

19

16

17

18

La Tour François Premier

La Tour des Moines

Le Prieuré

Le Pontet

La Maison de Bois

La Ruette Pavée d'Andouilles

La tour de la Courtille

La Maison du XVè siècle

La Tour du Pilori

17. THE COURTILLE TOWER
House with a spiral staircase towar that

dominates this square. It was probably part of the
outer defences of the town.

18. 15TH CENTURY HOUSE
This house has some lovely examples of 15th century window

frames. Note also to the left of the house, a beautiful
Renaissance-Style doorway.

16. THE ALLEYWAY "PAVÉE D’ANDOUILLES"
The "andouilles" were poor quality broken setts

which were sold cheapy. All the alleyway is
paved with "andouilles".

19. THE PILORI TOWER
This tower formed part of the outer defences. It is so called

because it overlooks the Pilori Square. In the peace and quiet
of today in this quaint square, it is easy to forget that in

middle age this was the center of Royal Justicee meted out
using stocks.

15. THE TINBER FRAMED HOUSE
This building , which can be seen both from

the "Rue des Moutons" and the "Rue du Moulin
à Cheval" is a rare example of a Burgundian-
style timber-framed house of the 2nd quarter

of the 15th century.

In the tenth century after the foundation of Cluny Abbey, a mere 20 or so
kilometres away, the village was placed under the protection of the monks

and callaed Saint-Gengoux.
In the twelfth century, the Abbey entered into a contract with the King of

France, Louis VII to share the city and thus saint-Gengoux came under royal
protection. The King established Royal Judiciary, had a castel, and nex

fortifications built and authorised the first markets.
The double guardianship of the Abbey and the french King enriched the

village and brought an increase in its population.
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11. FRANCIS I TOWER
The tower remains intact except for its roof. It xas part of the Town's defences.

From the end of the 15th century there xas a company of archers stationed here perfecting
their skill with target practice. They were replaced by Francis I with musketeers. The target

was placed on a tower.

12. THE MONK'S TOWER
At the same height as the Francis I

Tower but a larger diameter. Soldiers
lives here. You can see loop-holes

used for arrows and later transformed
for use by guns.

13. THE PRIORY
A fine 15th century house, part of which has been destroyed

housing the Prior. It still contains a Gothic chapel.

14. THE BRIDGE-HOUSE
Overhanging the "Rue des Moutons". In

the middle ages such a bridge was used
to link and thus extend Bourgeois

houses. Under the bridge, note the fine
Renaissance doorway.

10. 13TH CENTURY HOUSE
One of the oldest houses of the town as you can
see from its architecture; the small windows and

style of frame are typical of the early 13th century.
On the right, note the tarces of a medieval shop.

Saint-Gengoux-le-Royal had more than 60 of them.
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1. THE KEEP
You have now just entered the medieval town. Under

the road near the war memorial are the remains of
two towers that used to protect this entrance into the
town. The castle built in the reign of Philip Augustus
in 1206, had four towers which were dismentled, on
the orders of Henri  Iv in 1606, leaving only the Keep
which became the Presbytery in 1664. Its spiral spiral

stair tower dates from 1683.

2.THE WASH HOUSE
This was built in 1857 replacing an older wash

house. The roof is supported by cast iron columns. it
is exceptionally large. It's water supply comes from

an ancient fountain which inspired the choice of
"Jouvence" when the town was renamed in 1793.

3. THE CORBELLED STAIR-TURRET
this beautiful spiral staircase is typical of the 14th Century which
was used for several centuries by bailiffs who were the King's

reprensentatives in the town.

4. THE CHURCH
In 1120 the Benedictune monks of Cluny decided to built a

great church dedicated to Saint-Gengoux. During the wras of
Religion the Protestants burnt the building destroying the

Choir and the Nave. The Transept and the Bell tower survived. 

When the Choir and the Nave were rebuilt in 1566, a
Clock Tower was constructed in the style of a

renaissance lantern to provide access to the bells and
provide surveillance over the surrounding countryside.
By comparison the three-story octogonal Romanesque

bell-tower remains typical of the Cluniac style,
although ots original squat roof was replaced in 1867

by a pointed steeple.

8. THE TREE OF "LIBERTY"
After the Revolution of 1789 - throughout France.

"Liberty" trees were planted. The oak tree planted here
perished and was replaced in 1802 by this chestnut tree .

It was part of the noted trees in Burgundy. t was cut
down in 2017 following an illness..

7. 14TH CENTURY HOUSE
A House of the riche bourgeois of the medieval era.
The stone windows all belong to different periods :

the trefoils are from the 13th vcentury whilst the
"accolades" are from the 15th.

9. THE MANON FOUNTAIN
This ornemental horseshoe fountain overlooks the

Promenade and dates from 1785. The fountain
discharges water from the spring that also bears the
name Manon and is located above Saint-Gengoux.

6. THE "MAISON DES CONCURÉS"
The College of Priests was instituted by a Papal Bull

of Sixtus IV in 1482. It created a Community under the
name of "Mépart". The incumbents, who where all

natives of the town, carried out their studies and were
then ordained as Priests by the Bishop of Chalon.

They then became "Concurés". 

5. THE OLD TOWER
Come down into the alleyway under a bridge house and discover,
amongst the old houses, an ancient tower, one of the oldest of the

medieval town. It is located along the outer defences of the village and
dates from the beginning of the 13th Century. Its strenght was in its

conical shape.

The corner of the "Rue du Commerce" and the "Rue de l'Éspérance" is overlooked by a tall
tower called an "Échauguette" - known as a bartizan or look-out turret in English. The

archery loopholes are purely decorative.


